16                            SECRETS OF JAPAN
a people finds its soul
Emperor worship has given Japan a world famous patriotism,
and this patriotism is the strongest sentiment in Japan This has
been developed by rallying around the Emperor and by seeking to
interpret the present in terms of the past The part patriotism plays
in our lives and our religious development can not be lightly reckoned
Emperor worship, in the fourth place, has room for personality, and
the development of the Emperor into a leader is the constant wish
and prayer of every Japanese Emperor worship, Imperialism, and
patriotism are almost synonymous terms to many Japanese, but to the
Westerner they have separate and distinct meanings It is right
to insist on a distinction which must be made between a religious
and a political interpretation of Kothitsu sul at (worship of the
Imoenal family) To the west, Emperor woiship means bowing
to the ruler as God, while Tennoism is the most extreme form
of nationalism, and patriotism is devotion to ones ideals wheth
er national or social Since these distinctions are not so dear in the
minds of the Japanese, it is not strange that an argument against
extreme nationalism, or against worshipping that which is not God,
should be thought by them to be an attack on their patriotism The
term, KosJ itsu suhai> means not merely reverence paid to the ruling
Emperor, but leverence paid the long line of Imperial ancestors, and
to the present Ruler as their living representative Caesar was re
garded as a god in himself because of his supposed ability, but it
could not be so in Japan Every Emperor in Japan is an agent of
God, and the people worship him as such A strong personality
like the former Emperor, Merji Tenno, wins, in addition, a deep
reverence for his personality The right sentiment felt towards the
Emperor of Japan is not the worship of him as God, but the respect
paid to a rallying personality, and this respect varies according to
his personal ability
Bowing betore the Emperors picture means to the Japanese no
more than the ceremonial saluting of the flag in other countries